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REAL HAUNTED PLACES IN IL

By Ella D. and Jac Y.
News Reporters

Have you ever wondered
what places are actually
haunted, or have you ever
wanted a terrifying tour of an
actual haunted place? If this
has ever crossed your mind
even just briefly, this article is
for you. In this article we will
dive into four actual proven
haunted places in Illinois
going over bone chilling
occurrences that lead them
to be considered haunted as
well as the horrifying events of
their past. If this is something
you want to hear, read further
if you dare.

Ashmore Estates

Ashmore Estates is
considered one of the most
haunted places in Illinois,
with many paranormal
investigators picking this as

their primary location. Many
of the paranormal sightings
include seeing full body
apparitions and reports of
hearing unusual things, such
as screams. There has also
been unexplained movement
of objects followed by random
cold and hot spots. But,

what led to it being haunted?
What led to it being haunted
Why is it such a hot spot for
paranormal activity? If you
want to know these things and
more, continue reading here:

Originally named the
Coles County Poor Farm, in
1870, the county purchased
a plot of land where a brick
building, known as the
Almshouse. This was the
original building built; the
house had many residents who
were referred to as inmates,
many of those inmates died

here. A burial ground was
said to be located north of
the property, and later, a
second cemetery was built on
the grounds. Superintendent
Johua Ricketts recorded 32
deaths out of roughly 250
“inmates” in the Almshouse.
In 1902, the commissioner
of boards of charity visited
and wrote that there was no
supervision for the “insane”
and mentioned none were
locked up or restrained. They
also condemned the facility,
stating there were vermin-
infected walls, rough floors,
small windows, and improper
ventilation with flies all

over, including in the poorly
prepared food. After this, the

Almshouse committee received

bids for a new fireproof house
in early 1915.

Story cont. on P4

A HISTORY OF THE OLD STATE HOSPIT AL

By Lillian K.
Managing Editor

The Peoria State Hospital
has an assortment of stories
within its walls that many
individuals may not be
aware of. The facility itself
was opened in 1902, but was
originally established as
the Illinois Asylum for the
Incurable Insane. However, it
closed its doors in 1973 due to

the lack of funding and staffing

issues.

Dr. George Anthony
Zeller was a local surgeon
who not only was the father

of the institution, but also its
superintendent. Zeller believed
in providing the best work

for his patients, which led to
some practices that were not
very common at the time. He
didn’t believe that any patient
was “incurable,” changing

the name instead to Illinois
General Hospital, but later on,
it was changed to Peoria State
Hospital.

The doctor was considered
to be mad for refusing to lock
up his patients. He removed
bars from the doors and
windows, discarded all types

of restraints and had an open-
door policy with an emphasis
on treating humans with
respect and showing empathy
for them. Dr. Zeller openly
refused to tie down or lock his
patients to a piece of furniture.

Even with the new, gentle
practice of Dr. Zeller, the
hospital itself is marked
by tragedy, suffering and a
presence of sorrow. After
the building’s closing, the
Peoria State Hospital became
a popular attraction for
paranormal activity.

Story cont. on P2
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UNPACKING HORROR:
THE SCARIEST
HALLOWEEN MOVIES

By Emma H.

Voice Reporter

Ranking horror movie franchises is tough because each one brings
something unique to the table. But, if I had to stack them up, here's how I'd do

1t.

others.

The movie “Halloween” kicks things off because, without it, we might
not have others. It’s the OG slasher, and while some sequels get wild, the
original's suspense is unmatched. Michael Myers is iconic to the horror genre,
and Halloween wouldn’t be the same without him.

Then comes “A Nightmare on Elm Street.” Freddy Krueger is a very
symbolic character, and the movies play with reality in a way that's super
creative and scary. The dream aspect is what made this movie scary for me
because the way he could only hurt you through them is terrifying.

Next up is “Scream.” It revitalized the slasher genre in the ‘9os with its
self-aware humor and clever skills. The killers were very smart with the voice
changers, and the outfits were deceiving to the main character's significant

“Friday the 13th” is next; it's a classic for the sheer number of films with
Jason Vorhees’ unstoppable presence, and the undeniable fear of him finding
you. Even if the stories can be a bit repetitive, they're still good.

Lastly, ‘“Terrifier” is all-out gore and shocks. It's intense, no doubt, but
might not have the same power as the others due to its extreme nature. It’s
a good movie, but it’s so gory to the point that many people might not even
want to watch it. It’s definitely for a select audience.

So, while personal taste plays a big part, these rankings reflect each
franchise’s originality and overall scariness.

' HISTORY OF THEOLD STATE HOSPITAL' CONT. FROM P1

Within the property,
Manuel A. Bookbinder is
the most famous spirit,
who happened to be an old
patient of Zeller. The doctor
would allow patients to
work within their abilities.
To add on, Bookbinder had
the opportunity to work
with the burial crew, so
he did. These are the facts
of Bookbinder; however,
there are many conspiracy
theories connected to the
patient.

One story about
Bookbinder tells about
how he was referred to
as “Ol’ Book” because he
used to lean up against an
old elm tree in the nearby
graveyard and would sob
uncontrollably at each
funeral, whether he knew
the person or not. When

time met OI’ Book, over
300 people attended his
funeral, including over 100
nurses and the infamous
Dr. Zeller--who delivered
his eulogy. Bookbinder’s
casket was set on heavy
boards across the empty
grave, due to him being

a bigger person. Despite
this, when the time came to
lower him into the ground,
the men pulled very hard
on the ropes holding his
casket so the boards could
be removed, but when they
did, the opposite force
happened. The casket flew
into the air as if nothing
was inside, and all those in
attendance heard weeping
coming from the graveyard
elm. Looking over to the
tree, there was Bookbinder,
standing by the elm. The

doctor insisted that the
casket should be open;
Bookbinder was no longer
by the tree.

Throughout time, the
elm began to rot, so Zeller
sent someone to remove
it. After a few tries, the
worker returned to the
doctor and informed him
that every time he would
hit the bark with his ax,
he would hear cries, so
he refused to partake any
longer in the removal of the
tree. Next, he had the fire
department pay a visit to
burn it to the ground, but
that didn’t work either. The
chief of the department
had to report back to the
doctor that they had lit
the tree on fire; however,
they had to put it out after
seeing someone crying

through the thick smoke.
Throughout a couple of
tries, Zeller gave up, and the
tree ended up falling over
on its own approximately

a year later. Ever since the
falling of the elm, people
walking by at night, claim
to hear lingering cries in the
distance.

Today, both the
medical and paranormal
legacy of the Peoria State
Hospital live on. There is
now a Peoria State Hospital
Museum, and the museum
offers a variety of tours
that explain the history of
mental health care. Visitors
of the museum are able
to engage in paranormal
tours, while also getting
the historical information
component. They also
offer vendor bazaars and

Halloween attractions.

The attraction offers
public and private
paranormal tours, guiding
you through popular
paranormal hotspots both
inside the historic buildings
and in the cemeteries.

The tours also provide
equipment to join in on the
paranormal experience,
taking place from 8 p.m. to
midnight. On the historical
side, costumed actors

are present, bringing the
history to life right in front
of those in attendance.
Many documentaries,
photos and stories are also
available. For a person to
set up a tour, it is best for
them to go to the Peoria
State Hospital website and
message the owners to

set up a visit to the local
museum.
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STAFF PICKS: ODDEST THINGS RECEIVED ON
HALLOWEEN

By Staff
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Shelby .

A pair of socks

On one Halloween, I recieved a
fresh pair of new white socks.
Though a rather odd "treat," I
guess everybody could use it!

Anabelle R.
A toothbrush

One year, when I was a 6th grader, I
was given a toothbrush and told that
I already had too much candy and
would need to brush the cavities out.

Josie P.
A can of soup

I was given a can of soup,
while another person in my
family received a ramen
packet. We found it funny.

WORST CANDY TO
RECEIVE ON HALLOWEEN

By Ayden B.

Voice Reporter

We can agree that there is no worse feeling than when you look at the
candy you received and realize you got the worst kind imaginable. This list
is from my personal experience on the worst candies I have received.

5. Whoppers- these candies are absolutely disgusting. Anyone who
likes these needs to get checked out; they taste like wet cardboard. There is
nothing enjoyable about these. I would throw these away the second I see

them hit my bag.

4. 3 Musketeers- I know this one is controversial, but hear me out, this
is just a lower-end candy bar you can receive. It is lower than mid if I got
any other candy bar, I'd be fine with it, but these things just sit in my candy
bag or are the first traded out.

3. Dots- I actually despise these things; they are just chewy globs of
nothing, they taste like nothing, and they look so disgusting I would choose

Mike and Ikes over these.

2. Circus Peanuts- These are just not something I would want as
Halloween candy. I don’t even know what's in them, and after like 2, you
just feel disgusted I heard they are supposed to be banana flavored; if so

they failed miserably.

1. Black licorice- This candy is the worst of the worst--just burn the bag.
This candy is nasty and tastes like an old basketball shoe.

Evan P.
A hole in my wall

Ty was mad that we stole his
candy, so he pushed on my
door while using the wall

for leverage. His foot went
through the drywall, leaving a
giant hole in my wall.

Myles N.

A metal water bottle

The water bottle
malfunctioned and ended up
spraying water all over.

Jacob S.

A toothpick

I was going to pick up a pizza
from Pizza Hut. When I
finally got the pizza from the
waitress and paid for it, she
handed me a toothpicks and
said Happy Halloween.




P4 e THE TIGER TIMES

October 31, 2025

REAL HAUNTED PLACES' CONT. FROM P1

bids for a new fireproof
house in early 1915.

Later, the contract for
the new almshouse was
granted to J.W. Morgan.

Not much is recorded after
this except that a full-time
caretaker and his family
took turns on the property,
living separately from the
inmates in an old white farm
house for supervision until
1959, when Coles Counts
sold the property to Ashmore
Estates. The corporation
opened the property as a
private psychiatric ward,
which closed down just

five years later due to debt.
The institution reopened in
1964 and changed from a
private facility to one that
accepted patients from state
mental facilities. In 1976,
the facility once again had a
change of ownership, where
it was converted into a more
modern place and was seen
to have a brighter future, but
after difficulties dealing with
the Public Aid and Health
over funding. The facility was
forced to close in 1987 after
exceeding $1.5 million in

By Jocelyn J.
Voice Editor

Throughout the Peoria
area, there are many
haunted attractions to get
your yearly dose of scares.
Now the question is which
one is worth all of the hype.
Given their high cost and
limited hours of operation,
it is challenging to visit all of
them. As someone who has
been to all of these haunted
houses multiple times over
the years, here is my ranking
of the haunted houses in the
Peoria area.

Blood Moon Manor

Located in Forest City,
the first on the list is Blood
Moon Manor. This one
doesn’t reach the same scare
factor as the other ones. The

debt. tours in the offseason.

Afterwards in 1998,
the property was bought
by a community member
who planned to renovate it,
but this was made nearly
impossible and fell through
due to continuous vandalism.
It then sat empty until 2006,
when it was bought and
turned into a haunted house
and used for paranormal
tours in the offseason.

The Congress Plaza Hotel

The Congress Plaza
Hotel, located in Chicago,
has housed many influential
people, including presidents,
during their stay in the
windy city. Still open today,
many wonder if this place is
haunted? Are the accounts
of paranormal activity that
stretch decades really true?
This is up to you to decide
after reading this gripping
description. Many deaths
have occurred at the hotel,
dating back to 1900 when
a Spanish war veteran took
his life. Then, in 1904, just
4 years after the first death,
an elevator operator died

scares felt predictable and
too obvious. The scariest
part was the injuries that
happened in the haunted
house. There were too many
injuries when we went for it
to be enjoyable. On the way
out, something was hanging
down that three people hit
their heads on. Additionally,
there was a bedspring
mattress on the way out.
When an actor scared Eric
P. on the way out, he went
sprinting in the direction of
the bedspring, getting his
ankle caught in it. This was
made worse when someone
else landed on top of him,
causing him to limp for the
rest of the night. Even if the
scares were better, this would
still be at the bottom just
because of the injuries.

when an elevator operator
fell 70 feet down the elevator
shaft to his death. Over the
years, many deaths occurred,
although the official number
of deaths is not publicly
known, it is speculated to be
dozens. It is also noted that
H.H. Holmes, who is more
widely known as America's
first serial killer, is rumored
to have sought out victims

in the lobby. Which would
make sense since being that
his “murder castle” was

only a few blocks away. Al
Capone supposedly also
stayed there. Many people
who have stayed there and in
recent years have not been
able to stay the night. On

one occasion, two marines
ran out in the middle of the
night, stating there was a
black figure terrorizing them
in their room. Staff have also
been reported to not give
information about certain
rooms and instead just
mention they are too horrible
to stay in. Things like ghostly
figures, hands reaching out of
the walls, strange noises, and
objects moving by themselves

have been reported. So, what
do you think, is the Congress
Plaza hotel actually haunted,
or is this all just a bunch of
made-up stories that happen
to occur in a place where
dozens have died?

McPike Mansion

During 1869, the
McPike Mansion was built
in Alton IL, on 15 acres of
land by architect Lucas
Pfeiffenberger and owned
by the McPike family, where
they lived till 1936. The
mansion then changed hands
many times since its original
owner, Henry McPike. The
house has been home to the
Browns Business College
and later on Paul Laichinger,
who rented rooms out to
occupants.

This home hasn’t been
occupied since the 1950s's
the weather and vandals
brought damage to the
architecture of the home,
the house had 11 marble
fireplaces and beautifully
carved stairwell banisters,

which had all been stolen and

sold after explorers found

CONGRESS HOTEL
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Spider Hill

Located in Chillicothe,
the second one on the list
is Spider Hill. It is better
than Blood Moon Manor,
but still not great. The only
memorable thing was the
“spinning tube” at the end. At
the end of the haunted trail,
there is a tube that makes the
room feel like it’s spinning.
It makes you feel like you
are about to throw up. For
the price, it is not worth the
hype. There are three trails,
and you have to pay about
$25 a piece for each trail. For
that price, it is just not worth
it. You could go to much
better haunted houses for a
much better price.

Aura

Located in Bartonville,

Aura is next on the list. It is
the closest to us out of them
all. Only a short 15-minute1s
minute drive to get to the
haunted house. It is a bit
pricey at $45, but the scares
are so much more worth it
than the others. Aura’s lines
move very fast and instead
of standing in the cold,

they let you sit in a building
while you wait. The scares
can be predictable from
time to time, but still better
than compared to the other
haunted houses. Aura also
offers a “Blackout Night”,
where you are in completein
the complete darkness and
can only navigate through
with a glow stick. My biggest
critique, though, is that it
could be a little bit longer. It
feels too short for the price

the abandoned house. Since
then, the newest owners,
Sharyn and George Luedke.
Who now have been trying to
take this house back in time
to when it was the best on the
block.

Bachelor Grove
Cemetery

In 1834 the first burial
in Bachelor Grove happened,
the cemetery having now
over 80 tombstones though
most are spares due to less
upkeep and vandalism to the
graves. The graveyard has
more infant toys and small
items scattered around the
grounds some being by most
of the infant graves.

The cemetery holds the
hauntings of a lady walking
through the graves to a farm
house disappearing and
more. The yard's haunting
atmosphere comes from the
landscape with a murky pond
in the northwest corner and
an overgrown chainlink fence
running along some of the
lands. Making this graveyard
one of the most haunting
hotspots in the area.

BEST PEORIA AREA HALLOWEEN HAUNTED HOUSES

you pay.
Spook Hollow

Located in Marquette
Heights, aton the top of the
listof list is Spook Hollow.
For the price and drive, it
is worth it. It is the second
closestclosetest out of all of
them, and it only costs $30.
There are three different
haunted houses throughout
the whole experience. There
are areas outside and inside,
and they use real actors
and machines. They even
send you alone into one of
the haunted houses, which
definitely adds to the horror.
The scares don’t seem
predictable, and you are
getting your money'smoneys
worth with the experience.
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THE TOP MOST SCARY INJURIES IN SPORTS

By Lincoln P., Eric P. and Bradin B.

Sports Reporters

Derrick Rose

In 2008, the Chicago Bulls
had one of their worst seasons in
franchise history, leading to them
collecting the number one overall
pick in the 2008 NBA Draft, where
they would draft Derrick Rose, out
of the University of Memphis which
made every Bulls fan ecstatic since
not only were they in desperate need
of a point guard but he was born
and raised in Chicago which to Bulls
supporters didn't get any better than
that. After making the playoffs only
once since Michael Jordan retired
10 years earlier, Derrick Rose led the
Bulls back to the playoffs, bringing
light back to the city for the first time
in what seemed like forever.

They only made it to the first
round but that didn’t matter since
the future was bright and was only
getting brighter cause Rose that same
year brought home rookie of the year
in a landslide vote. And the season
right after, brought them back to the

Cam Skattebo

Beloved football fans all felt the
pain of Cam Skattebo on Sunday,
Oct. 26th. Phillies vs. Giants was
an anticipated matchup after the
first time the New York Giants
shocked the football world, beating
the dominant Philadelphia Eagles
34-17. Cam Skattebo was having a
dominant rookie season with being a
4th round draft pick. Being in talks
for Offensive Rookie of the Year talk,
and his stats back it up. Cam has
410 rushing yards on 101 attempts
this year, ranking him 3rd among all
rookies despite missing a game due to
his injury. Well, as ties another rookie
in rushing touchdowns with 5.

playoffs for the second time in a
row with his third season being
the best season of his entire career,
where Derrick Rose took home

the coveted MVP Award at the age
of 22, which is still the youngest
age someone's ever done it in NBA
history still to this day.

And in the 2011-2012 NBA
season, he continued to be one
of the best players in the league,
leading the Bulls to the one seed in
the Eastern Conference, where they
would play the Philadelphia 76ers
in the first round, and in game one,
while up 12 with one minute left
on the clock, Derrick Rose drove
to the basket, hop stepped through
the lane and on his landing tore his
ACL. He immediately went to the
ground and started grimacing in
pain, holding his left knee. At the
same time, the Bulls' medical staff
huddled around him, leaving many
fans wondering why he was even in
the game in the first place, with the
Bulls already destined to win.

Cam Skattebo's injury was
devastating. Having a dislocated
ankle leaves him out for the season.
However, Cam surgery was a success,
and he is recovering. However, the
football world is not recovered from
one of the most beloved players going
down for the season.

Tyreek Hill

A football player, Tyreek Hill,
suffered an injury last month that
almost ended his career for good.
On Sept. 29, the athlete dislocated
his knee and tore multiple
ligaments, including his ACL.

The game where this occurred
was when the Miami Dolphins
versed the Jets; Tyreek Hill was
tackled by Jets defensive back,
Malachi Moore, in the 3rd quarter.
As Moore tackled him, Tyreek's leg
twisted backwards. After the game,
he went into surgery and it was
successful.

He was placed on injury reserve
and is out for the rest of the 2025
season. Despite this outcome,
Tyreek is at the age of retirement
soon. The player has three children,
and if he decides to retire, he will
be able to focus more on his family
while having a proper recovery.

‘THE COUCH'S' FAVORITE HALLOWEEN TRADITIONS

By Staff

Tyler

My favorite Halloween tradition is going to parties after trick-or-treating. It's fun to trade out what candy you got on the

stroll around town while watching scary movies. Usually, the party is at Evan Price's house, and at one of the parties, we locked Ty
Basham's candy in the room with everyone, so he tried getting in the room, pushing against the wall, and that left a big hole in the
wall. After the party, Evan had to explain to his dad why he was there and how it got there, then he had to go and get some plaster

and other materials to fix the hole in the wall.

Topher

My favorite Halloween tradition is carving pumpkins; it's a tradition I've been doing since I was little. Growing up, my
family and I would all get a pumpkin to carve. After we were done carving the pumpkin, my dad would bake the seeds, and we
would eat them. Another reason I like carving pumpkins is the fact that you can be very creative with them. Many people have
pumpkin carving contests to see who has the best pumpkin. At these contests, you can see some very creative and cool pumpkins,
some people

Brody

My favorite Halloween tradition is trick-or-treating, going out with friends door to door, and getting candy. Seeing
everyone else's costumes and how creative some get. Walking in the cold autumn air, brushing up against leaves on the wet
concrete, laughter and smiles are present all around, while collecting candy, children dressed in their costumes. The mystery of
what candy you pull out of your bag, and trading different candies with friends. Everyone eats their candy the next day until they
eat so much that they start feeling sick.

Nathan

My favorite Halloween tradition is to watch horror movies at home. Sitting on the couch with a bucket of popcorn and a
blanket over me while watching horror movies, is a thrilling experience accompanied with comfort, and it is exactly why it’s my
favorite Halloween tradition. Although I have watched a variety of Halloween movies throughout the years, if I had to choose a
Halloween movie it would be the conjuring, the eerie horror the film built up without showing much violence made the film more
creepy to me compared to ruthless murder and gore, and the ending to the movie was just fantastic.
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HALLOWEEN CROSSWORD

Answers posted at ibhstigertimes.com

HALLOWEEN SPECIAL

By Max W.
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