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It takes a village: Christmas in 
Glasford

Weather whys: 
Snow tornadoes

Have you ever wondered if there could 
be a tornado while it is snowing? Well, yes, 
there can, but they are even more rare than 
you would think. 

A snow tornado is a column of spinning 
air that forms from a strong thunderstorm 
environment with below freezing 
temperatures. This type of thunderstorm 
is usually in a snow squall. What is a snow 
squall you might ask? A snow squall is an 
intense period of moderate to heavy snow 
that lasts less than one hour. 

Snow tornadoes are also commonly 
confused with Snow Devils which are Dust 
Devils, but with snow. These are created by 
a column of air that spins loose snow on the 
ground creating a tornado like look. Snow 
devils are generally harmless and don’t 
cause much damage. 

This given, snow tornadoes are very 
rare like previously mentioned, with only 
four ever being recorded in Ontario, Navajo 
nation, Scotland, and Greece. The one that 
occurred in Ontario is the strongest on 
record with 90 mph winds, classifying it 
as an EF-1 and causing minimal damage to 
areas it hit. 

Now that we know the facts and 
what these rare phenomena, called snow 
tornadoes, are I hope you have learned 
something new and have found a motivation 
to learn about things that spark your 
curiosity in your heart no matter what they 
may be.  

By Tyler H.
News Reporter

Annual tradition: Teel's class helps students make ornaments

In the few weeks before 
Illini Bluffs leaves for 
Christmas break, Mr. Teel 
hosts the fourth graders in 
his room, so they can make 
ornaments to bring home to 
their parents to hang on the 
tree. 

The first task at hand for 
the building and construction 
class is to find the bleacher 
boards, cut them to the right 
width and plane them down 
to the correct thickness. 

Next, the fourth-grade 
class then draws out their 
design on the slab of wood, 
where they then take it over 
to the bandsaw—with the 
help of a construction class 
member— they then cut them 
out.

After the kids cut their 
tree out, they have to come 
back into the classroom, 
grab a piece of sandpaper 
and round the edges down to 
make them more friendly to 
handle. Everyone in the class 
is expected to help. 

“This is good for the kids; 
it gets them exposed to the 
different aspects of the shop 
and gets them hands-on 
experience that they may not 
have had before,” Mr. Teel 
said.

This experience teaches 
both the Highschoolers and 
kids important life lessons, 
like working together and 
strengthening woodworking 
skills, while creating a special 
memory they will have for 
years to come. 

The "Happy Holidays" sign hangs over Main Street as captured by Cora E.

Christmas spirit in 
the Glasford area doesn’t 
happen on its own; months of 
planning go into it. Everyone 
involved in the process must 
follow through with their 
crucial roles, since many 
steps have to happen before 
the full Christmas effect can 
be seen. 

The kick-off to the spirit 
typically starts with the Illini 
Bluffs school district on Oct. 
31, with their meeting for the 
food drive baskets. Feeding 
those in need throughout our 
community is the first step 
in preparing everyone for the 
holiday season. 

All of Illini Bluffs plays a 
role in collecting items. The 
elementary students have 
a week to bring in as many 
Jell-O boxes as they can; the 
middle school students have 
a jar for each grade to put 
money into, and whichever 
grade raises the most money 
wins; and the high school 
students have a canned food 
drive, each grade racing to 
get the desired items before 
the other grades do. 

Roughly around 10,000 
items raised during this 
time will be delivered to 
the American Legion by the 
National Honor Society.

“We help with delivery, 
and we load everything up 
into trailers. We take it down 
to the legion. Unload and sort 
the food as well,” National 
Honor Society Coordinator 
Mrs. Roderick, said.

Later on, after everything 
is sorted and ready for 
delivery, the boys' basketball 
team comes into play by 
delivering the baskets to the 
families.

Up at the top of the hill, 
a lot goes into decorating the 
town, including the ‘Happy 
Holidays’ sign, the memorial 
wreaths, and the lights 
throughout the town and 
along Main Street, all of which 
are installed by Keith Reimer 
and Tammy Stetler, the village 
treasurer.

“I have to maintain the 
Christmas lights. We decorate 
some of the park, and make 
the wreaths that someone can 
buy in memory of someone. 
[Tammy] and I have been 
doing this for probably 25 
years or more,” Keith Reimer 
said.

The effort that is put into 
decorating for the holidays is 
noticed by everyone. It truly 
plays a factor in being a part 
of the Glasford community 
during the Christmas season.

“Glasford’s show of 
Christmas spirit through 
their ‘Happy Holidays’ sign, 
along with their other festive 
decorations, brings me 
immense joy and incites a 
sense of holiday cheer in me,” 
junior Addy D. said.

The Glasford community is 
not the only one getting ready 
for the holiday season. Lake 
Camelot is also getting into the 
spirit with the Santa Breakfast 
led by Kindra Bruninga.

“I started volunteering 
with the Lake Camelot 
Activities Club Breakfast with 
Santa approximately five years 
ago. In the last two years, I 
took over leading the breakfast 
with Santa, which is the 
responsibility of overseeing 
everything and providing for a 
successful morning,” Bruninga 
said. “Breakfast with Santa 
allows the community to 
come together to celebrate the 
magic of Christmas. It allows 
our children to delight in a 
morning of happiness.” 

Fourth graders work on their ornaments.
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By Staff

By Staff

Staff Picks: Holiday tradition 

Staff Picks: Holiday song suggestions to add to your playlist

'Jack Frost' sweeps 
Glasford's roads: Who 
got hit the worst
By Jaclyn Y.
Voice Reporter

White Elephant - Emma H.

	 I've done it every year at my great-grandmas house. 
White Elephant is where you get a bunch of people together, 
each person brings gifts and everybody gets a number 
between one and the amount of people there. We usually 
start last, because my great grandmas getting older. It's a 
great tradition, and I love that it brings everyone together.

	 My family has held this tradition for a while. It first 
started when we found ourselves bored on a perfectly snowy 
evening and were looking for something festive to entertain 
ourselves with. The Festival of Lights popped up on my mom's 
Facebook page, and we took a drive out to see what the fuss 
was about. The journey through the Christmas exhibit is a 
long, but eye-catching one. My favorite thing about the whole 
thing is that all the lights are coordinated to dance along to a 
radio station that plays Christmas music. It's the perfect event 
to sit back and immerse yourself in.

 Peoria Festival of Lights - Anna C.

Christmas Tree Decorating - Addie S.
	 I don't know exactly how long we've done it as a 
family, but it's been since I was a kid at least. It started 
as just a way to get everyone together for a night to spend 
time decorating the christmas tree. I like that I get to 
help add my own touches on the tree and choose what 
ornament I like to be on the front side of the tree.

"All I Want For Christmas 
Is You" - Mariah Carey

By Addy D.
Editor-in-Chief

I think that it is truly an 
immaculate encapsulation of 
the holiday vibe. By mixing 
romance with holiday cheer, 
it hits all the right places 
and leaves you filled with the 
yearning Christmas spirit. 
It is an absolutely necessary 
addition to ANY holiday 
playlist. 

"Christmas Tree Farm" - 
Taylor Swift

By Ella D.
News Editor

I love this song because it is 
just really fun to sing along to 
in the car. This song is newer, 
while still serving the effect 
of a nostalgic Christmas song 
that many newer Christmas 
songs lack. Making them, in my 
opinion, not as good.

"Mistletoe" - Justin 
Bieber

I think “Mistletoe,” by Justin 
Bieber, reflects a perfect 
Christmas vibe. The beat 
of the song and the words 
come together so well. I 
also don’t think this song is 
overwhelmingly festive. I believe 
it is the best song for a holiday 
vibe.

By Serina S.
Copy Editor

By Rowan G.
Voice Reporter

"Jingle Bell Rock" - 
Bobby Helms

Jingle Bell Rock is a timeless 
classic, it's got rock and 
roll energy, and traditional 
Christmas sounds. It's 
appealing to everyone, it's 
about having fun and dancing. 
It's my personal favorite song to 
hear at Christmas and always 
puts me in a good mood.

	 With Christmas right around the corner, our staff has put together a list of their favorite 
holiday traditions for you to get inspiration from and enjoy. From White Elephant gifts, to 
decorating the Christmas tree, our staff is excited to share their perspectives on their favorite 
traditions!

We’ve all driven on a road and thought 
to ourselves, “Man, this road is rough.” 
The roads may be bad, but during the 
winter, they're even worse. Driving can 
be one of the most hazardous aspects of 
winter, given that ice and snow collect on 
the road, making it hazardous and slick 
to travel for day-to-day activities. Some 
don’t only have to worry about a bumpy 
ride on main roads around town, but an 
even more dangerous aspect of the winter 
hazards, driving down hills, specifically 
Glasford Hill. Many hills can be deadly, 
causing people to skid down hills without 
control, leading to cars in deep ditches 
or off into the woods to go into oncoming 
traffic where others have no way to stop. 
Not only that, but Route 24, a highway 
outside of Glasford, is also known for its 
dangers, with overpasses freezing and cars 
driving at high speeds, it is a recipe for 
disaster. Then, when you add the aspect of 
deer, the situation becomes an even larger 
nightmare.

 Roads in Glasford and surrounding 
areas may be on the uptrend, though, with 
recently being redone this past summer, 
leading to fewer potholes and smoother 
rides, but even the smoothest roads can 
be hazardous when it comes to winter 
weather. 
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Scrumptious Christmas desserts
By Ashlyn F.
Voice Reporter

Christmas in Peoria over the decades
By Lillian K.
Voice Reporter

By Topher B.
Voice Reporter

The holiday season is about a variety of 
things, such as spending time with loved ones, 
indulging in delicious Christmas desserts and 
celebrating traditions. It is a time filled with 
the warmth of twinkling lights or the fireplace, 
exchanging gifts, the jolly sounds of carols 
and the spirit of giving. From playing in the 
snow to decorating the tree, it is a season of 
togetherness and compassion. 

This time of year is filled with many 
traditions, one of the most beloved being 
the enjoyment of festive desserts. These 
treats bring people together and create 
lasting memories. Today, we’ll explore five 
popular goodies that are sure to bring joy and 
sweetness to your gatherings!

Pretzel Turtles
These are popular because they are easy 

to make with just a few ingredients, offer a 
popular salty-sweet flavor combination and 
are merry and giftable for the holidays. Their 
simplicity and taste makes them a perfect, 
kid-friendly activity and a hit at gatherings. 
Also, they’re really customizable - you can use 
different types of chocolate, nuts, or even add 
sprinkles to add a better visual appearance!

Pumpkin Pie
Secondly comes pumpkin pie, coming in 

with its seasonal spices such as cinnamon, 
nutmeg and allspice. It is a strong association 
with the broader holiday season that extends 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas. This 
delightful treat is also a festive favorite for its 
historical association with the fall harvest and 
the festive flavors of autumn spices.

Sugar Cookies
Our first popular sweet of the season is iced 

sugar cookies. They are #1 on the list because of 
their classic sweetness, festive shapes, and fun-to-
decorate nature, which incorporates the holiday 
spirit for many families. The basic dough is easy 
to roll and cut into countless shapes. This makes 
a “blank canvas” for various icings, frostings and 
sprinkles, allowing you to do endless creative 
expressions that increase the holiday feeling.

Cobbler
Cobbler is great for the season because 

they’re warm, comforting and easy to make with 
seasonal fruits like apples or berries! They are 
super versatile, due to the different use of fruits, 
toppings and spices to customize them. Plus, 
they’re a crowd pleaser and also pretty budget-
friendly since you can use ingredients you already 
have on hand. And the best part? That warm, 
gooey goodness is the ultimate comfort food 
during the chilly Christmas season.

Fruit Fluff salad
This delightful treat is popular for Christmas 

because it is a creamy, sweet and adaptable 
dessert that is easy to prepare ahead of time. 
It is considered a classic holiday dish due to its 
customizable nature, which makes it perfect. 
Whether served as a side dish, or a sweet ending 
to the meal, fruit fluff salad is an enjoyable and 
refreshing treat that complements the heavier, 
more traditional Christmas cuisine. 

In conclusion, the holidays are a time of joy, 
togetherness and delicious treats. From the classic 
sweetness of sugar cookies to fruit fluff salad, 
these five desserts offer a lovely way to celebrate 
the season. Each treat brings its own unique flavor 
and charm, contributing to the festive spirit and 
creating long lasting memories. 

Best Roblox games 
to binge over break

If you play Roblox and are bored of 
playing the same games, here are five games 
that you should try out. All of these games 
can be played on pc, mobile, and console, 
and are easy to get into. These games are also 
good to play with friends or just by yourself.

The first game is for people who like free-
for-all games that aren't super competitive; 
it’s called “Blast Zone.” This is a fighting 
game that mostly uses explosives. Players 
will be able to unlock and equip items like 
bats, hammers, boxing gloves, bombs and 
more crazy things like nukes and portal 
guns. The main goal of the game is to get 
eliminations. You can do this by throwing 
bombs at people, hitting people off the map, 
or using the melee weapons to hit bombs into 
other players. There are a variety of maps to 
play on, and matches will last about 10-15 
minutes, making it great if you have a little 
bit of free time. This game is simple and 
somewhat competitive; it’s pretty fun if you 
want to try out a fighting game.

This next game is a cozy tycoon and is 
similar to Hayday with small elements of 
Factorio-style automation. “Overfarmed” 
is a game where you and your friends can 
gradually progress by growing and selling 
crops. You start with a 1x1 tile, and you can 
buy more land to expand. You can sell your 
crops or use them to create other products. 
For example, you can turn wheat into bread 
by combining water and flour; you make this 
by using a mill and a water pump. You can 
eventually automate these processes and 
expand further by purchasing new areas and 
discovering more things.

Cont. on P6

The anticipation of 
a long day of waiting 
for the mail truck to 
hit your road to deliver 
the Christmas catalogs 
has been a feeling that 
has been around for 
decades. While certain 
staples like these 
magazines have been 
around for decades, 
so have Christmas 
traditions in the beloved 
city of Peoria, Illinois. 

In the late 1880’s 
the Santa Claus Parade 
brought much attention 
and traffic to the 
streets. The parade is 
the longest-running 
Santa Claus Parade 
in the country. At the 
start of the planning, 
it started with the 
construction on the 
Upper Free Bridge over 
the Illinois River; Boats 
and Derricks carrying 
50 stonemasons 

formed the parade that 
came down the river 
from Chillicothe, IL. 
Allegedly, the parade 
earned its name when 
the Jolly Old Elf himself 
came down the river on 
one of the boats. 

Today, the parade is 
still around; however, 
it no longer occurs with 
boats down the river. 
The parade makes its 
way down the streets 
of Downtown Peoria. It 
ends its route when Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus make 
their way into town. 
They are ushered by 
around 60 costumed 
characters, marching 
bands and decorated 
floats. As of this year, it 
was the parade's 138th 
year in attendance. 

To light up the town, 
The Festival of Lights 
was started in 1984, and 
there has never been 

a light show parade in 
Central Illinois, so this 
was a first.

 In the 80s, the 
parade floats were 
mostly constructed 
of wood, wrapped 
with chicken wire and 
covered with spray 
foam. One of the most 
memorable floats that 
was put together was 
the Hendrick’s Star, 
which was put together 
for one of the festival 
volunteers, Andrew 
Hendricks. From there, 
volunteers added lights 
to make the lights 
visible since the parade 
occurred at night. 

In the first parade, 
there were a total of 19 
floats, including seven 
large ones to represent 
popular Christmas 
carols, and 12 smaller 
floats escorted with 
walking costumed 
characters, scouts, 

school groups and 
business vehicles.  

40 years later, the 
Hendrick’s Star is still 
a part of the festival 
and is involved in many 
ways. The star shines 
over the city bluff in 
VFW Park. Recently, the 
light show was featured 
on season eight of ABC’s 
"The Great Christmas 
Light Fight," winning 
in the Heavyweights 
division.

Cont. on P4

Festival of Lights wreath.
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Holiday film on on one

"Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer"
I feel that "Rudolph" is the best Christmas 

movie of all time for many different reasons. 
Firstly, Rudolph is just a lovable character, and 
I haven't heard of anyone disliking this movie. 
Also, this movie was the first big piece of media 
to include the song “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer,” which I think is pretty cool. The film 
Home Alone is very popular, but I don't think it's 
the best original Christmas movie. It’s definitely 
something, though!

By Emma H. and Narissa H.
Voice Reporters

"Christmas Vacation"
"Christmas Vacation" captures the chaos and 

humor of a real family during the holiday season, 
making it relatable and funny! "The Grinch" is 
a decent movie overall, it just doesn’t have the 
same silly, uplifting vibe as "Christmas Vacation." 
This film is the perfect holiday comedy, with its 
quirky characters and memorable jokes.

"A Charlie Brown Christmas"
This movie has been one of my favorites ever 

since I was a little kid. It offers a meaningful 
message about the true Christmas spirit and 
not just the fun and magic. Its simple animation 
makes it nostalgic and timeless, and the 
characters feel real and relatable. "Frosty the 
Snowman" is a very heartwarming film I will 
admit, but, with the timelessness of this film, it 
will never compare.

"Terrifier 3"
"Terrifier 3" uses the holiday setting to create 

a dark, intense atmosphere that's not usually 
unexpected around this time of year, which is 
thrilling. While "Nightmare Before Christmas" 
whimsically blends Halloween and Christmas, 
"Terrifier 3" brings a twist by combining the 
festivities of the Christmas season with horror, 
making it a fresh and surprising experience.

	 When Ms. Sewell asked us to write this article, Narissa and I said, “You 
serious, Clark?”  We have different opinions on movies, so it would be hard to 
agree on which one is the best. Therefore, we decided to pick different films 
that we thought were good, depending on the category we were debating.

"Home Alone"
"Home Alone" stands out as the best original 

Christmas movie because it blends a heartfelt 
holiday spirit as well as comedy. Kevin, with 
his traps towards Marv and Harry, makes the 
movie funny and enjoyable to watch. Don’t get 
me wrong, the original "Rudolph" movie is very 
good and enjoyable, but it just doesn’t have the 
same comedic, enjoyable feeling or watchability 
to it. Even in 10 years, Home Alone will still be 
hilarious, no matter how many times you watch it, 
and people will still love it.

"The Grinch"
It can be really hard to make real-life movies 

with things that aren’t human or a regular animal. 
"The Grinch" isn’t either of those, and he looks 
really good and realistic in the movie. Also, it 
gives characters deep backstories, and it is a very 
energetic movie while also being heartwarming, 
which makes it one of the best Christmas movies. 
"Christmas Vacation" is a good, funny movie, 
it's just not a movie that I would want to watch 
around christmas time. 

"Frosty the Snowman"
This movie is one of the Christmas classics 

with one of the most iconic Christmas songs. It 
is a timeless tale of a magical snowman's quest 
to stay alive, offering simple fun and a message 
about spreading happiness despite life's fleeting 
nature. "A Charlie Brown Christmas" is a good 
movie, but it just isn’t doesn’t give the appeal 
to young kids with simple magic, catchy songs 
and a quick, action-packed plot that "Frosty the 
Snowman" gives.

"Nightmare Before Christmas"
 It is a known dilemma on whether "The 

Nightmare Before Christmas" is a Halloween 
movie or a Christmas movie. The truth is that it 
is both. If you look up a list of Christmas movies 
and a list of Halloween movies, it will pop up on 
both lists. "Terrifier 3" isn’t a bad movie, but when 
you think of Christmas movies, you don’t think 
horror. "Terrifier 3" is a very gory and scary movie, 
which, although Art the clown wears a Christmas 
hat, it would still be considered as more of a horror 
movie.

Best live-action Christmas movie

Best classic Christmas movie

Best animated Christmas movie

Best "Christmas movie that's not actually a Christmas movie"

Today, after the parade occurs, the floats 
are taken up to the drive for visitors to 
admire, with over 41 floats. 

Moving back to the 1900s decade… 
Bergner’s in Sheridan Village brought 
attention to their store surface by surfacing 
a talking Christmas tree in 1966. 

The tree was a white pyramid with white 
garland and colored ornaments. People 
were absolutely fascinated by the attraction 
and couldn’t wait to make their yearly visit; 
however, when the tree was damaged in 
a flood for the second time, the idea was 
scrapped, and later on, Bergner’s filed for 

bankruptcy. Today, the restored "talking 
tree" resides in Urban Artifacts for anyone 
interested in recapturing the nostalgia. 

While we lost Bergner’s, Bass Pro 
opened in 2011 bringing the Christmas 
spark back to the area. Each year, Santa 
makes his way to town by a parade, escorted 
by the fire department in his hot ride: a 
boat. Kids gather dressed up, anxiously 
waiting to meet him and his elves. The store 
also has many interactive components in its 
toy land, including games, toys and crafts 
for the children, bringing the true spark of 
Christmas back to the greater Peoria area! 

Christmas in Peoria continued from P3

Bergners talking tree in 1966. Bergners talking tree today.
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Senior columns

By Ayden B.
Voice Reporter

By Kaylynn S.
Graphic Designer

By Karrigan W.
Copy EditorDriving to my 

next chapter

I spend a lot of time driving. Whether 
that be to and from work or school or even 
taking my sisters everywhere they need 
to go. I like driving because it gives me 
a sense of freedom, and I love being able 
to blast my music and just seeing all the 
different scenery.

 In my experience, driving and high 
school are a lot alike. They both have 
windy roads and some pot holes along 
the way and maybe sometimes it has 
some stops too. In school, you have more 
freedom, but you are in charge of your 
grades and make your own decisions.

 Driving and school show you 
discipline and accountability. Roads have 
pot holes, they are windy and twisty and 
high school is the same way. 

High school is the same way; you’ll 
have some challenges, surprises, and 
unexpected and expected lessons. You will 
always get to your destination, though.  
Sometimes while driving you miss a turn 
and need to take a different route. 

School is similar, there are moments 
when you make a mistake or take the long 
way around, but you still end up learning 
from it. 

High school has taught me that, no 
matter what you go through, you will 
always get through it and that sometimes 
change is good.  You will also gain 
friendships and sometimes lose them 
but either way you will be okay and get 
through it. 

All these lessons will help get me 
through my next adventure. When I 
graduate high school in December, I will 
be starting college to become a school 
worker. That will be the next chapter of 
my life to learn new lessons, make new 
friendships and keep on driving. 

Mixing it all 
together

My hands are a mess, covered in 
raw beef and bread crumbs, as I mix the 
ingredients together. I mold the meatballs 
together. I can hear the sound of water 
sizzling and popping, and the steam 
floats out of the lid, feeling the warm 
heat near your hands, as I put the pasta 
in; there is nothing more frustrating 
than the anticipation for the food to be 
done. This is how I feel whenever I make 
my grandmother's pesto noodles, and I 
wouldn’t trade it for anything in the world.

Growing up, I remember seeing my 
grandma cook all the time, and I was 
always beyond excited to try whatever 
dish she was cooking up. She made all 
the cookies, pies, drinks, all the hams, 
anything for any holiday she covered, 
and they were always delicious. When I 
got to freshman year, I became obsessed 
with cooking, and she made it her mission 
to teach me everything she knew. Every 
time I was over and she was cooking, she 
asked if I wanted to help. I always said yes, 
as time with her is worth more than any 
piece of money in the world.

I have made many of my 
grandmother’s recipes in the last 
two years. My passion for cooking 
independently started after I learned how 
to cook, because oftentimes I was hungry 
in the mornings and wanted to make some 
food. I started slow and worked my way 
up, eventually making things like pesto 
meatballs, orange-glazed ham and many 
others. Although I have made many of her 
recipes, I have only scratched the surface 
of those books. Through cooking, you 
sharpen not only your cooking skills but 
also your personal qualities.

 My grandmother always has been and 
always will be a huge part of my life. She 
inspires me to keep pushing and not stop.  
It's because of her that I keep growing and 
will continue to do so. She has backed me 
up since I was little, even when it was hard 
on her. I would never have become the 
man I am today without her.

Over the last four years of high school 
so far, I have learned one valuable thing: 
life is just like cooking. There are a lot 
of ingredients: having to work and save 
money, balancing school, work and home 
life. And sometimes, trying to balance 
it all gets messy, but everything in life 
happens for a reason. That being said, I 
wouldn’t change it. Because, when you mix 
together everything you experienced and 
learned, you create something wonderful—
just like pesto meatballs.  

'Dancing 
through Life'

As the story goes, life is always better 
when you're “Dancing Through Life,” but I’ve 
come to learn it's way better with a friend. 
Most friendships start in a pretty ordinary 
way—school, sports, or just living in the same 
neighborhood. But for me and Riley, our 
bond grew out of something a little different: 
dance. When I first joined the dance team, 
we weren’t instantly inseparable or anything. 
We were friendly, but we mostly stayed 
within our own groups. It wasn’t until we 
started practicing together day after day that 
everything began to shift.

Dance has a way of breaking down 
walls without you even noticing. At first, we 
were just helping each other clean up turns 
or laughing when someone messed up the 
timing during run-throughs. But, those small 
moments added up. Soon we were stretching 
together before practice, sharing snacks 
between routines and sending each other 
TikToks of dances we wanted to try. Without 
even trying, we became each other’s person—
the one we always gravitated toward.

The real turning point in our friendship 
has been our senior year. Something about 
knowing it’s our last year together makes 
everything feel more meaningful. Practices 
are longer, home-game performances feel 
more important and every routine seems 
to matter a little more. We push each other 
harder than ever, but also support each 
other in a way that goes way beyond dance. 
When one of us is stressed, the other notices 
immediately. When one of us is tired or 
frustrated, the other steps in with a hug, 
a joke, or an extra burst of energy to get 
us through another run. As friends, when 
we are in the zone dancing, we are truly 
unlimited.

As we finish out our final season, I’ve 
realized that dance has taught us discipline 
and creativity, but more importantly, it’s 
given me a friendship built on trust, support 
and a thousand shared memories. And 
honestly, I wouldn’t trade any of it—not the 
sore muscles, the long practices, or even the 
stressful moments. At the end of "Wicked," 
they sing a song called "For Good." The lyrics 
say, “Who can say if I've been changed for 
the better? But, because I knew you. I have 
changed for good.” Because I met my best 
friend Riley, I know I have been changed for 
the good AND for the better.
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Roblox cont. from P3
If you enjoy RPG games that require 

grinding and progression, you’ll like The Forge. 
Players mine ores, craft weapons and armor, 
and fight enemies across different zones. As 
you explore, you unlock more dangerous areas 
with rarer ores, some of which give special 
effects to the gear you craft. Crafting uses a 
skill-based forging minigame, and equipment 
can be enhanced with runes. Players can 
roll for different races with special buffs, fill 
out their index for bonus gold and XP, and 
complete quests for additional rewards. It’s 
a deep, satisfying RPG loop with a lot of 
progression.

“Who's lying?” This game is a fun and tricky 
game to play with your friends. There are two 
roles in this game: investigator and imposter. The 
investigators receive a secret word and have to 
describe it without saying what it is directly; the 
imposter has to try to blend in without knowing 
the word. After a round of everyone describing the 
word once, players will vote on who they think the 
imposter is. If they are correct, they will win but if 
they are wrong, the imposter wins. If you have a big 
group of friends, this will be a great game to play 
with them.

Check out the online wrestling galleries at ibhstigertimes.com
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Merry Christmas from the Tiger Times!
By Myles N.
Cartoonist

By Max W.
Cartoonist

Critter Christmas

Holiday Fill in the Blank
We wish you a _____ ________.
Hey! I’m not afraid anymore! Do you hear me 

I said I’m not afraid anymore!   ______ !!!

Santa tell me __ ___'__ ______ _____.                                       
Santa’s _____.         

 _______ the red-nosed reindeer.

We hope you have a lot of holiday _____ 


